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SIGRE Medicamento y Medio 

Ambiente [Medicine and  

Environment] (hereinafter “SIGRE”) 

is a non-profit organization set 

up by the pharmaceutical 

industry, with the collaboration of 

pharmaceutical distribution 

companies and

pharmacies, to ensure proper 

environmental management of 

medicine packaging and left-over 

medicines of domestic origin.

Though a closed process of inverse 

logistics, by which the collection of 

medicine waste is carried out by 

the same personnel

in charge of distributing and 

dispensing medicines, this waste is 

properly controlled even during this 

final stage of its lifecycle. The waste 

is continuously monitored and 

supervised by professional

pharmaceutical staff, so as to prevent 

any possible public health risk.
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Through SIGRE pharmaceutical companies comply 

with both environmental legislation (Law nº 22/2011 

on Contaminated Waste and Soils, and Law nº  

11/1997 on Packaging and Packaging

Waste), which obliges companies to ensure proper 

environmental management of the packaging waste 

generated by their products, and also with healthcare 

legislation (Law nº 29/2006 on Guarantees and 

Rational Use of Medicines and Healthcare Products), 

which requires pharmaceutical companies to carry out 

environmental treatment of out-of-date or unused

medicines of domestic origin.

All medicines sold in Spain for domestic consumption 

must include the SIGRE symbol on their labels. 

This is the only symbol authorized by the AEMPS for 

the purposes of certifying the participation of 

manufacturing companies in a system that guarantees 

the proper management of household waste.

Each year SIGRE has to present an Environmental 

Declaration to the environment departments of 

the autonomous regions, stating which activities 

have been undertaken during the previous year and 

the results obtained.

With respect to waste management last year’s report 

reveals an increase of 6,6% in the weight of empty 

or containing only the remains of medicines 

packaging, deposited by consumers at SIGRE Points 

in pharmacies, with the result that last year’s eco-

indicator for waste collection was 88,56 grams per 

inhabitant per year. This result again situates Spain at 

the level of the European average for managing 

medical waste of domestic origin.

In this regard it is to be noted that there was an 

increase in the number of completely empty packages 

deposited by consumers, which demonstrates both 

greater environmental awareness and that more 

prescriptions have been duly adhered to.

2015 ENVIRONMENTAL DECLARATION
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With respect to the Business Plan for Packaging 

Prevention 2015-2017 (PEP) the information 

available relating to its first year of operation shows 

the difficulties involved in achieving the proposed 

levels of reduction, in spite of the high number of eco-

design initiatives (172) applied by the

laboratories on their packaging during this period.

However, thanks to these eco-design measures, close 

to 17 million medicines have entered the market 

incorporating some kind of environmental

improvement to their packaging (lower weight, 

optimisation of numbers of packages, incorporation of 

more ecological materials, etc.)

These results are a demonstration of the constant 

work that has been carried out by pharmaceutical 

companies over many years to incorporate the 

environmental component throughout the whole 

lifecycle of their products. This has all been achieved 

despite legal, technical and safety constraints that in 

many cases limit the adoption of measures in 

medicines.

The Packaging and Medicine Waste Treatment Plant 

located in Tudela de Duero, Valladolid, is a facility 

specifically designed and built for the 

environmental processing of medicine waste. 

Through its different automated classification 

processes, which adapt to the specific characteristics of 

each pharmaceutical product, this plant has 

substantially increased the volume of medicine 

packaging materials that can be recycled.

In addition, a new section has been incorporated in 

order to make fuel out of waste. Here non-hazardous 

medicine waste and the remains of packaging material 

that cannot be recycled are processed to generate fuel 

fit for use in cement kilns, with the result that the 

plant can carry out all the processes prior to the final 

treatment of waste.

PACKAGING AND MEDICINE WASTE TREATMENT 

PLANT 
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Although at first the plant was designed by SIGRE to 

treat waste of domestic origin, since 2014 the facility 

has also been open to managing pharmaceutical 

waste of an industrial nature (out-of-date and/or 

returned medicines, production waste, etc.). Thus 

many pharmaceutical companies that have signed up 

to the system are also benefiting from the innovative 

processes that have made this facility an 

international reference in the specific treatment of 

this type of waste.

RECYCLING RATE FOR MEDICINE PACKAGING 

MATERIALS

Comprising environmental specialists from the 

pharmaceutical industry, the Committee’s main

purpose is to provide technical advice to SIGRE on

matters relating to designing and implementing

Business Plans for Packaging Prevention in the 

pharmaceutical sector

TECHNICAL EXPERTS COMMITTEE

In 2015 the Committee’s work focused on preparing 

and implementing the 2015-2017 PEP, which includes 

a plan of action proposed by this sector for the next 3 

years with a view to the prevention at source of 

packaging that has entered 

the market and thus the 

packaging waste that is 

generated.
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The SIGRE Communication 

Committee is made up of 

representatives of the various 

agents in the medicine 

distribution chain: FARMAINDUSTRIA, 

the General Council of 

Pharmaceutists Associations 

(CGCOF) and the Federation of 

Pharmaceutical Whole Salers

(FEDIFAR).

In 2015 this committee analysed 

the communications carried out 

by SIGRE to date. It also advised 

on the main objectives of the 

2015 Communication Plan and 

established, is a priority, raising

public awareness about the 

recycling of medicines and also 

recognition of the role that the 

various different agents in the 

pharmaceutical sector perform in 

this regard.

SIGRE COMMUNICATION 

COMMITTEE

TRAINING SESSIONS ON THE 

PACKAGING DECLARATION

On 18 and 20 January 2015

SIGRE organised two new training 

sessions in Madrid and Barcelona 

to explain how the SIGRELAB

Form operates. This is the 

computer application created for 

laboratories to present their 

Company Declarations to SIGRE.

These sessions, in which 62 

representatives of member 

companies participated, reviewed 

the information that, in order to 

comply with the packaging 

legislation currently in force, 

pharmaceutical companies must 

provide each year in relation to 

the number and weight of the 

more than 17,000 medicine 

products marketed in Spain.

XV INFORMATION DAY FOR 

PHARMA COMPANIES

On 16 and 17 June 2015, in Madrid 

and Barcelona, respectively, SIGRE 

held a new edition of its now 

traditional Information Days, the 

aim of which is to maintain close 

contact with the pharmaceutical 

companies’ environmental 

personnel.  

During this 15th Information Day 

SIGRE presented the results 

obtained by the industry 

during the previous year of 

operations. Various current issues 

relating to the environmental 

management of packaging and 

medicine waste were discussed, as 

well as the latest amendments to 

legal regulations, the results of the 

Business Plan for Packaging 

Prevention (PEP) for 2012-2014

and the new PEP drawn up for the

period 2015-2017.  
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Lastly, various experts analysed the new 

Guide to Eco-design for Pharmaceutical 

Packaging and also the new anti-

counterfeiting measures to be implemented 

on medicine packaging in the near future.

SIGRE AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

In the autumn of 2015 SIGRE, in collaboration

with the environmental authorities, carried 

out its annual awareness campaign for 

the public to promote proper recycling 

of medicine packaging and waste of 

domestic origin.

This campaign, under the slogan “What would 

Nature do without you?”, called on the public 

to collaborate with this environmental 

initiative, as well as highlighting the roles 

played by the various different agents in the

pharmaceutical sector to ensure proper 

closure of the lifecycles of medicines and 

their packaging.
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GUIDE TO ECO-DESIGN FOR 

PHARMACEUTICAL PACKAGING

Over the last 15 years the pharmaceutical 

industry has made great efforts to design and 

put into use ever more ecological 

packaging. SIGRE has, during this period, 

been the entity responsible for coordinating 

and promoting the successive Business Plans 

for Packaging Prevention that have been 

drawn up.

With the objective of encouraging the 

pharmaceutical industry and directing 

companies towards a further minimising of the 

environmental impact of their packaging, in 

2015 SIGRE published a Practical

Guide to Eco-design for Pharmaceutical

Packaging, which is available online for

information purposes at www.SIGRE.es . The 

Guide explains briefly and in easy-to-

understand terms the concept of eco-design

and the different advantages that may be 

obtained from its use. It is a perfect tool for 

anyone interested in eco-design and its 

numerous benefits. 
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In addition, a Technical Guide to Eco-design for 

Pharmaceutical Packaging has also been created for the use of 

the environmental personnel of those pharmaceutical companies 

that are members of SIGRE. This Guide can be accessed by them 

via the restricted area of SIGRE’s web-site.  

This is a technical guide, which goes deeper into the concept of eco-

design, dealing with all the relevant aspects and providing a broad 

catalogue of possible designs, including detailed examples of how to 

apply eco-design measures and how to gauge their environmental 

impact by analysing their carbon footprints.

2014 SOCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY REPORT 

The Social Responsibility Report 

published by SIGRE for the year 

2014 is among only 28 such 

reports issued by Spanish 

companies that have been 

awarded the GRI-G4 

comprehensive level 

certificate, which represents the 

highest standard and constitutes 

the international benchmark for 

social responsibility reports. By 

this, SIGRE ensures that the 

Report deals with the most 

significant issues for its interest 

groups so that they can access 

the relevant environmental, 

social, economic and good-

governance aspects.

With the publication of these 

two new guides SIGRE is 

helping the industry to improve 

in the task of packaging 

prevention and to promote the 

benefits of ecological medicine 

packaging. They also 

demonstrate clearly how 

committed the sector is to 

innovation and social 

responsibility.
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The 2014 Social Responsibility 

Report, which clearly shows how 

committed the

pharmaceutical industry is to 

healthcare and protecting the 

environment through SIGRE, is 

available in digital form for 

consultation at 

www.memoriasigre.es and 

www.sigre.es.
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GLOBAL COMPACT NETWORK SPAIN 

The UN Global Compact, which operates in Spain 

through the Global Compact Network Spain, is the 

largest volunteer initiative for social responsibility and 

sustainable development in the world. Its mission is to 

foster business sustainability in the strategies 

and daily operations of all kinds of enterprises 

by implementing 10 universal principles of action and 

conduct in the fields of human rights, labour 

standards, the environment and anti-corruption.

Last year, coinciding with the 60th anniversary of Spain 

becoming a member of the United Nations, the work 

done by Network Spain, of whose Steering Committee 

SIGRE forms part, was particularly intense. It 

culminated in the organization of a meeting at which 

the UN Secretary General formally presented the 

Sustainable Development Agenda, which was 

launched in September and includes a total of 17 

sustainable development objectives, to put an end to 

poverty, fight against inequality and injustice and 

combat climate change.

COMMITMENT TO CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT

In 2015 SIGRE renewed its triple certification by 

AENOR, which certifies that it complies with the ISO

9001 international quality management standards, 

the ISO 14001 Environmental Management 

standards and the OSHAS 18001 Occupational 

Health and Safety Management standards.

Since 2010 SIGRE has also been awarded an Energy 

Management System certificate by AENOR, which 

ensures constant improvements to efficiency in the 

use of resources and in reducing energy consumption. 
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